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I had also a letter from Mr. Roscoe and Mr.
Fuseli in London, who received me graciously, and
he encouraged me to repeat my visits to him, which
I did. He gave me a note to Mr. Flaxman, who
in his turn was very kind to me and most polite.
He praised my drawings as did Mr. Fuseli; also
Mr. Flaxman complimented me upon my basso-
relievo of Psyche and Zephyrs.
Mr. Flaxman encouraged me strongly to go to
Rome, saying, that there I should be in the best
school in Europe, surrounded by the finest works,
and by artists of all nations, and there I should
have the opportunity of becoming known to the
rich English patrons who crowded to Rome every
winter, and that Canova was generous to young
artists of talent.
I waited upon Mr. West, president of the Royal
Academy, and after looking over my drawings, he
said, " There is that in them which labour can
never attain." 1 cannot but regret that my
memory does not retain more of what fell from this
celebrated man on that occasion.
I also presented myself without a note of intro-
duction to Mr. Blake, after showing him my
designs, he gave me much credit for the invention
which they displayed; he showed me his cartoons,
and complained sadly of the want of feeling in
England for high art, and his wife joined in with
him and she was very bitter upon the subject.